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No Increase in Real Estate Tax

BULK TRASH PICK-UP

3rd Thursday of Each Month
See page 2 for more information.

T

he East Caln Township Board of Supervisors adopted the 2022 Budget with
no increase to Real Estate taxes. Through careful management of Township
operations, 2022 will be the fourteenth straight year with no property
tax increase. The Real Estate tax rate for East Caln Township will remain at 1.25
mills for each $1,000 of assessed property with no reduction of services to the
Community. Less than 4% of your annual real estate taxes are paid to the Township.
East Caln Township is fortunate to host a strong commercial tax base which help
generate Earned Income taxes, representing 44% of our General Fund revenue.

BRANCH/LIMB/STICK PICK-UP

4th Wednesday of Each Month
See page 2 for more information.
CHRISTMAS TREE PICK-UP DATES:

January 13, 20, 26, 2022
Please have your tree on the curb by
5am. (REMOVE ALL DECORATIONS
AND LIGHTS). Trees that have
decorations and lights will not be
picked up.

The General Fund is the operating fund for the Township. The majority of the
costs of services to maintain the quality of life in East Caln Township come from
the General Fund. Expenses that benefit our community include police and fire
protection, fire hydrants, snow removal, road maintenance, trash and recycling,
monthly branch pickup, Park events and activities, and seasonal leaf collections.

SPRING YARD WASTE COLLECTION:

April 23, 2022 & May 21, 2022
Rake up your leaves/organic yard
waste into biodegradable bags and
have them on the curb by 5am
for pick up!

Sewer Rate

SHRED EVENT

Saturday, May 14th, 2022
9am-Noon (or when the Truck is full)
East Caln Township Parking Lot
Please have the boxes in the trunk for
easy unloading!

IMPORTANT NOTE!
East Caln Township follows the County
Inclement Weather policy. If County offices
close due to inclement weather, East Caln
Township will do the same. The change in
normal hours of operation will be posted
on the Chesco.org and eastcalntownship.
com and social media pages.

Like Us on Facebook!

E

ach year, the Township evaluates the sewer rates. Current sewer rates have
not increased since 2008. The public sewer system was installed in the mid
1960’s and we have been lucky not to have had to do any major repairs.
Looking forward, it is inevitable with an aging system, we will soon need to repair
and replace some sections of the system. Sewer system repairs and replacements
are extremely expensive and the Township needs to be prepared with the funds to
make repairs at any given time. The monies the Township collects for sewer rental
can only be used for sewer related items and must be in a segregated fund for that
use, most of what is collected goes directly towards the treatment process.
For 2022, the quarterly sewer rates will be a minimum of $60.00 a quarter
(increase of $5.00 per month) for the first 15,000 gallons of usage and then $5.25
(increase of $.50) for each additional gallon of usage. Comparative, East Caln
Township will still have one of the least expensive sewer rates in Chester County. If
you have any questions about the public sewer system or your bill, please reach out
to the Township office.
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includes either two extra bags of trash or one large appliance or piece of furniture.
Mattress/Boxspring sets are accepted but required to be wrapped/bagged in plastic.
Electronic and Hazardous Waste is not accepted. Special arrangements are required for
any appliance that contains Freon, i.e. air conditioners, refrigerators, etc. (Freon must be
professionally removed). Items must be placed on the curb or in the totter by 5:00 am on the
designated Bulk Trash day.

www.EastCalnTownship.com

Can I Flush This?
The Truth About “Flushable” Products

P

lumbers have been called on to unclog toilets due to eye glasses, cell phones
and even a glass eye! However, those were all flushed down the toilet by
accident. There are many products that say they are flushable but our public
sewer workers disagree!

BULK TRASH PICK-UP

WET WIPES OR BABY WIPES

Bulk refuse pick-up on the third
Thursday of each month (except
Holiday weeks) and includes either
two extra bags of trash or one large
appliance or piece of furniture.
Mattress/Boxspring sets are accepted
but required to be wrapped/bagged
in plastic. Electronic and Hazardous
Waste is not accepted. Special
arrangements are required for any
appliance that contains Freon, i.e. air
conditioners, refrigerators, etc. (Freon
must be professionally removed).
Items must be placed on the curb or in
the toter by 5:00 am on the designated
Bulk Trash day.

Whether they are for the bathroom or
your baby, wet wipes cannot be flushed
down the toilet. The problem is not when
the wipe is flushed, the problem comes
later when the wipes move through your
sewer system and create a clog and by
then, a plunger won’t help you.
PAPER TOWELS & NAPKINS

When you realize you are out of toilet
paper, there is no other perfect solution,
however, paper towels and napkins
should never be flushed down the toilet.
They are very problematic for a plumbing
system and they are also very difficult to
fish out (trust us).
CAT LITTER

BRANCH/LIMB/STICK PICK-UP
Pick-up is the 4th Wednesday of each
month. Please have a single pile on the
curb by 5am, Please make 1 pile per
property. To help keep Township costs
down, this service is for residents doing
their own work. Tree contractors should
chip/remove their own branches. Full
trees with Root Balls and Bamboo is
not accepted.
Please do not park on the street near
the branches to be picked up, the
contractor will not chip any items that
have a car parked nearby and your
branches will not be taken.

FEMININE HYGIENE PRODUCTS

These products do not break down easily
if flushed and can lead to a clogged main
sewer line at which point a specialized
drain company will have to come in and
remove the clog.
FOOD ITEMS

Food will clog your toilet just like it clogs
your sink (if you don’t have a garbage
disposal). Avoid flushing any kind of
leftovers down the toilet.
COOKING GREASE

Yes, this is liquid when you pour it down
the toilet but as it cools, it will begin to
congeal and cause a gooey mess that will
cause a clog (especially bacon grease).

When dry, cat litter is like sand but if you
flush the litter down the toilet, it will turn
into a cement like substance and block
your sewer system completely.

CHEWING GUM

EXTRA THICK TOILET PAPER

CIGARETTE BUTTS

KLEENEX & MAKEUP REMOVER WIPES

MEDICATION

Plumbers have been seeing more and
more clogged sewer systems due to the
extra thick layers of some toilet paper. Be
careful how much of the stuff you flush
at once.
Thick tissues like those with lotion or
labeled extra thick are not appropriate to
flush down the toilet. Neither are makeup
remover wipes. These will only become
clumpy and sticky and they are nondegradable leading to clogged pipes.

Your toilet is not a trash can. Even gum
can cause blockages so it is best to just
toss it in the trash.
Cigarettes are full of toxic chemicals that
when flushed down the toilet can go
straight into the water system. Plus, it is
a waste of water to flush the toilet every
time you dispose of a cigarette butt.
While these may not clog your drain,
they do breakdown in water which can
cause toxic effects on your groundwater.
It is best to dispose of medication
properly for example at your local
pharmacy.

Flushing these items can back up sewer lines, pumps, treatment plants causing the
need for expensive repairs that in the end get passed on to customers. If you want to
keep your plumbing system (and the public sewer system) healthy, then it is best to
stick to basic toilet paper. Anything else and you could be making a costly mistake
when you realize the mainline to your sewer system is clogged.
EAST CALN TOWNSHIP
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Recycling Dirty Dozen
Below is our 'Dirty Dozen' hit list of
the worst recycling contaminants
that must NOT go in the recycling
bin. These materials are not
recyclable OR compostable. And
remember... when in doubt throw
it out!
1. NO PLASTIC BAGS

8. NO FLATTENED CONTAINERS

Plastic bags are the WORST
contaminant in the recycling bin.
They may be recycled at participating
grocery stores. Do NOT put recycling
materials in plastic bags.

The single-stream sorting equipment
separates “flats” (paper) from “rounds”
(containers). When containers are
flattened, the equipment mistakenly
sends them to the paper side of the
facility, significantly contaminating the
paper we're sending to market.

2. NO CARDBOARD WITH
CONTAINMENTS.

This includes greasy Pizza Boxes!

9. NO CAPS OR LIDS

3. NO SHREDDED PAPER

Shredded paper is too small to sort—the
pieces fall through the cracks of the
sorting machines, stick to the belts and
end up all over the floor.
4. NO SCRAP METAL

Scrap metal items of any size should
NOT go in your curbside bin. These
items cause excessive damage to the
recycling equipment.
5. NO HAZARDOUS WASTE

10. NO LIQUIDS

When we compact bottles for shipping,
liquids drip, splatter and explode all
over the floor, creating a sticky, smelly
mess on the sorting floor. Please
completely empty and quickly rinse out
all containers before recycling.
11. NO CERAMICS OR NONRECYCLABLE GLASS

Hazardous waste such as paint,
automotive fluids, car batteries and
pesticides should only be disposed
of at a Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Event.
6. NO DIAPERS OR OTHER BIOHAZARDOUS WASTE

Syringes and needles, diapers and other
sanitary products are not recyclable.
7. NO NON-RECYCLABLE PLASTICS

Metal lids can be removed and recycled
loose in the bin. Plastic lids and caps
from glass bottles and jars should be
thrown away.

While we have added new plastic items,
many plastics are still not recyclable.
Plastic lids, foam (Styrofoam®) and any
other plastics not listed in our recycling
guidelines.

Ceramic, china, dishes, mirrors, light
bulbs, Pyrex®, porcelain and window
glass should not go in the bin! Their
different melting points and chemical
compositions will ruin new glass bottles.
If our buyer sees just one of these on
the top of a load of glass, the entire load
could be rejected.
12. NO FROZEN FOOD CONTAINERS

Paperboard boxes that were designed
for freezer foods, such as frozen pizza
and entrées, have a plastic polymer
sprayed on them to protect against
freezer burn. That same coating
prevents the box from breaking up in
the recycling process.

EAST CALN TOWNSHIP
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SAFE DIGGING IS
NO ACCIDENT!
If you are installing a fence or
deck, or digging for a mailbox post,
patio or other evacuation project,
it is required by Pennsylvania law
to notify the underground utility
companies your intent to do so.
Notification occurs by calling 8-1-1
or 1-800-242-1776 or visiting www.
pa811.org. The best way to learn
where underground utility lines are
located is to call before you dig.
HOMEOWNER QUICK TIPS:
• One easy phone call to 8-11 three to ten business days
before digging helps keep your
neighborhood safe.
• Call on Monday or Tuesday if
you plan to dig on Saturday or
Sunday.
• The utility companies will mark
where their underground lines
are located with colored paint,
flags or chalk.
• Do not remove the flags if you
see them in your yard.
• PA 8-1-1 Digging service is at no
cost to the homeowners.
• Did you hire someone to install
your fence, deck or new patio?
Ask to see the PA One Call serial
number before allowing them to
dig on your property.
For more information visit www.
PA811.org.

www.EastCalnTownship.com

Reducing Stormwater and Flooding

LEASH LAW AND
DOG WALKING
With the cooler
weather upon us
many residents
still walk their
dogs. Pennsylvania
law requires dog
owners to control their pets by using a
leash while on another’s property. Also
please use the available dog potty
bags located around the park and
dispose of pet waste properly. This is
just as important in the winter as it is
in warmer weather. Don’t leave your
dog’s mess for others to step in. Thank
you for being considerate of others
and keeping your park clean.

T

he recent wet weather has made us all aware of what can happen when
repeated rainstorms and intense showers occur: runoff—overflowing
streams—erosion—property damage—power outages—hazardous traveling
conditions—flooding. We can't turn the rain on and off as we see fit and the
damaging storms can never be fully tamed to our desires. We can, however, remain
ever aware of the influence we have on the environment when we build, farm and
reshape the land and streams to meet society's wants and needs.
Rainfall happens and with it the inevitable runoff and resulting impacts. What we
as a society do to address the influences we have on our environment will have far
reaching implications on the health, safety and welfare of future generations as well
as on us here and now. The impacts listed above have one thing in common: They are
all related to stormwater and how, once the rain hits the ground, the stormwater will
interact with the environment.
HERE ARE A FEW SUGGESTIONS ABOUT WHAT YOU CAN DO TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

•

Disconnect your rain gutters (downspouts) from impervious surfaces (such
as driveways and sidewalks) and direct the flow to grassed areas or into
infiltration beds (dry wells).
• Install a rain barrel and use the collected
rainwater for watering flowers and gardens.
• Allow a buffer of native grasses and other
vegetation to grow along streams, ponds, or
Put
wetlands. This will filter pollutants, protect
a
the stream channel and bank from erosion,
and provide better habitat for aquatic based
animals.
• Convert small low-lying areas into rain
Home fires occur more in winter than in any other season. As you stay cozy and
gardens. These can consist of small gardens of
warm this winter, be fire smart!
water tolerant plants and bushes that will help
retain and infiltrate runoff.
• One of the best ways you can reduce the
impacts of stormwater is to reduce the
pollutants that can be carried in runoff into
Keep anything that can burn
at least 3 feet from any heat
Half of all home heating fires
streams, reservoirs and water supply intakes.
source like fireplaces, wood
1 in every 7 home fires and
occur in December, January
stoves,
radiators
or
space
1
in
every
5
home
fire
deaths
Always properly dispose of household
and February.
heaters.
involves heating equipment.
hazardous waste, including cleaning solutions,
paints, oils, batteries, solvents, pesticides,
sealants, fertilizers, etc. When applying
fertilizers or pesticides to your lawn or garden,
only apply the recommended amount, and do
Plug only 1 heat-producing
Keep portable generators outside,
appliance (like a space heater)
not apply just before a rainstorm, or near a
away from windows, and as far
into an electrical outlet at a
away from your home as possible.
time.
water body.
Install and test carbon monoxide

FREEZE
on Winter Fires



alarms at least once a month.

Have a qualified professional
clean and inspect your chimney
and vents every year.

Store cooled ashes in a tightly
covered metal container, and
keep it outside at least 10 feet
from your home and any nearby
buildings.

EAST CALN

For more information on how
to prevent winter fires, visit
TOWNSHIP
JANUARY
www.usfa.fema.gov/winter
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LAND
DEVELOPMENT
RESIDENTIAL
600 Boot Road (Highpoint at
Downingtown) – Construction has
begun on the Townhomes, the
construction on the sixth and seventh
sets are underway. The model home is
now open.
700 Clover Mill Road – This property
completed the Conditional Use
process and was approved with
conditions for 139 Townhouse units
with a dog park and outdoor fire pit
for the residents of the community, It
is expected that this project will now
move into the Land Development
process.
COMMERCIAL
901 Skelp Level Road – Construction
work has begun on a 50,000 square
ft. warehouse on the 6.1 acre site.
951 Skelp Level Road – Construction
work has begun on a 52,000 sq. ft
office and warehouse. This site is
located behind the Downingtown Post
Office.
323 W. Uwchlan – Under
Construction-Commercial Units that
will be available for lease.
299 W. Uwchlan – The former Valero
Service Station has been purchased
and went through the Conditional Use
process to allow retail use, renovations
on the fuel station and mini mart is
expected in the near future.
368 W. Uwchlan Ave. – The former
Consignment shop was purchased
by The Peacemaker center (currently
on Garris Road). Renovations to the
building are expected in the near
future.

EAST CALN TOWNSHIP
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What is an Easement?

SNOW REMOVAL
As the winter weather changes are
upon us, please be patient with the
snow removal process. All main roads
are opened first. Often times in heavy
storms only one pass is made initially
on the secondary roads, and then they
come back and widen. It is always best
to wait until the end of the storm before
clearing your driveways, as they will be
pushing the snow further back. Please
don’t throw snow into the roadway!

G

enerally, an easement is a limited, legal interest that allows someone the right
to use another's property for a certain purpose. For example, A pipeline
easement gives the easement holder the right to build and maintain a
pipeline on a landowner's private property.
WHO CAN ACCESS AN EASEMENT?

Only the easement holder and private property owner have legal access to the
easement area. Easements are not public access points.
WHAT OTHER TYPES OF EASEMENTS ARE THERE?

There are many types of easements including, but not limited to:
We all seem to get frustrated with
the snow and clean up efforts. Please
remember that it may hard to keep
up with the plowing when the snow is
continuing to fall. Be patient and help
us by not shoveling snow onto the road.
IF YOU HAVE A FIRE HYDRANT ON
YOUR PROPERTY:
• Remove any snow or ice from the
hydrant.
• Clear a wide enough perimeter to
walk around it (3 feet).
• Clear a path from the hydrant to
the street.

THANK YOU!
The East Caln Township Board of
Supervisors & Staff wishes to thank
Inge Forlenza for all of her positive
contributions to the community with
her service on the East Caln Township
Planning Commission. Inge served on
the Planning Commission since 2005.
We wish Inge all the best in her future
endeavors!

WELCOME!
The Township welcomes Gary
Sheridan to the Planning Commission,
The Board of Supervisors appointed
Gary to the Planning Commission and
he jumped right in on his first meeting
this past November!

• Utility Easements
(Below Ground)
Storm drains,
sanitary sewer
mains, or natural gas
lines frequently run
through and under
private property.
• Utility Easements
(Above Ground)
Electrical power
lines or telephone
lines also run over
private property.
• Sidewalk Easements.
Sidewalk easements
are the most common type of easement, the type which countless homeowners
have on their property.
• Driveway Easements. A typical scenario: you have a deep lot that you subdivide
into two (front and back).
• Railroad Easements.

Temporary Traffic Control Signs

W

hen you see a Road Closed barricade,
think again as it could mean more than
the implied danger ahead. Motorists
who drive around or through signs or traffic control
devices closing a road or highway due to hazardous
conditions could have points added to their driving
records and be fined. If the violation results in a
need for emergency responders to be called, the
fines could be increased and violators could be
held liable for repaying the costs of staging the
emergency response.

EAST CALN TOWNSHIP
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DID YOU KNOW?
You can receive your Sewer Bill by
email? Email Megan at mcadreau@
eastcalntownship.com to request to
receive your bill electronically! Did
you know that you can have your
sewer bill automatically deducted
from your bank account? Never write
another sewer payment check again
and don’t worry about getting any late
fees! To enroll, fill out the Electronic
Debit form in the Forms & Documents
page of the Townships website
https://www.eastcalntownship.
com/DocumentCenter/View/156/
Electronic-debit-form and return
it with a voided check. Questions?
Contact Megan at mcadreau@
eastcalntownship.com

GET NOTIFIED!

Don’t Wait —
Check the Dya10tYeear!s

2016

Oct.

6

er
Replace Smoke Alarms Ev

Age matters when it comes to your smoke alarms.
Check the manufacture dates on your smoke alarms today!

1

October 6, 2016

Remove the
smoke alarm
from the wall
or ceiling.

3

Smoke alarms
should be
replaced 10
years from
the date of
manufacture.

A closed door may
slow the spread of
smoke, heat and fire.

2

Look at the
back of the
alarm for
the date of
manufacture.

4

Put the alarm
back on the
ceiling or wall
if it is less than
10 years old.

years

If the smoke alarm
sounds, get outside
and stay outside.
Go to your outside
meeting place.

Test smoke alarms
at least once a
month by pushing
the test button.

Call the fire
department from
a cellphone or a
neighbor’s phone.
Stay outside until
the fire department
says it’s safe to go
back inside.

Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside each separate
sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the
basement. Larger homes may need more alarms. For the best
protection, make sure all smoke alarms are interconnected.
When one sounds, they all sound.

For more information about smoke alarms, visit usfa.fema.gov and www.nfpa.org.
Click here to
add image.
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Have you signed up for the East
Caln Township eNotifications? If
not, don’t waste any more time!
The eNotifications provides timely
information including breaking news,
critical alerts, general reminders and
updates—information that can be very
beneficial to you and your family. To
sign up… go to the Townships website
www.eastcalntownship.com. Towards
the bottom of the page, click on the
“Notify Me” icon.
Follow the
instructions
listed.
If you have any questions or need
assistance signing up, contact Michael
O’Brien at mobrien@eastcalntownship.
com or (610) 269-1989.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
Emergency Police, Fire, Ambulance
Dial 911
Non-Emergency Police
After Midnight & Weekends
(610) 383-7000 (Dispatched through
the Chester County Police Radio)
Police Administration
8:00am to Midnight
Monday – Friday (610) 269-0263

C
A
T
L
S
A

110 Bell Tavern Road
Downingtown, PA 19335
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PHONE (610) 269-1989 FAX (610) 269-9183
HOURS 8:00am – 4:00pm Monday – Friday
WEB
www.eastcalntownship.com

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid
West Chester, PA
Permit No. 50
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STAFF
Barbara M. Kelly, Manager / Secretary
bkelly@eastcalntownship.com
Megan Cadreau, Director of Finance
mcadreau@eastcalntownship.com
Chris M. Obenchain, BCO / Fire Marshal
cobenchain@eastcalntownship.com
Michael O’Brien, Zoning Officer/Permit Coordinator
mobrien@eastcalntownship.com

IP

2022 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Donald P. Ash, Chairman
dash@eastcalntownship.com
Bruce Taylor, 1st Vice Chairman
btaylor@eastcalntownship.com
Chuck DeLone, 2nd Vice Chairman
cdelone@eastcalntownship.com

WNSH

Dates & Meetings
New Public Meeting Times!

For 2022, The Board of Supervisors will alternate their Public Meeting schedule with one month having an evening (6:00PM)
meeting and the next month an afternoon meeting (1:30PM). The Planning Commission will now meet at 6:30PM the 1st
Monday of each month (unless there is a Holiday/Election conflict). The Zoning Hearing Board will continue to meet the 3rd
Monday of each month (unless there is a Holiday/Election conflict) on an “As needed” basis. Their meetings will now be held
at 6:30PM. You can always find the meeting schedule posted on the calendar section of the Townships website!

January 2022

February 2022

3
10
13
17
18
19
20
26

7
16
17
21
22
23

Board of Supervisors Organization meeting
1:30 pm
Planning Commission
6:30 pm
Christmas Tree Pick-Up
5:00 am
Martin Luther King Day
Township Offices Closed
Zoning Hearing Board (as required)
6:30 pm
Board of Supervisors
1:30 pm
Christmas Tree & Bulk Trash Pick-Up
5:00 am
Christmas Tree & Branch Pick-Up
5:00 am

Note:

6:30 pm
6:00 pm
5:00 am
Township Offices Closed
6:30 pm
5:00 am

April 2022

March 2022
7
16
17
21
23

Planning Commission
Board of Supervisors
Bulk Trash
Presidents Day
Zoning Hearing Board (as required)
Branch Pick-Up Curbside

Planning Commission
Board of Supervisors
Bulk Trash
Zoning Hearing Board (as required)
Branch Pick-Up Curbside

6:30 pm
1:30 pm
5:00 am
6:30 pm
5:00 am

All Township Meetings are held at 110 Bell Tavern Road,
Downingtown, PA 19335 unless otherwise noted.

4
15
18
20
21
23
27

Planning Commission
Good Friday
Zoning Hearing Board (as required)
Board of Supervisors
Bulk Trash
Spring Leaf Collection
Branch Pick-Up Curbside

Local Government - the Backbone of Democracy
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6:30 pm
Township Offices Closed
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
5:00 am
5:00 am
5:00 am

