East Caln

TOW N S H I P N E W S L E T T E R

No Increase in Real Estate Tax or Sewer Fees

Upcoming Events:
Saturday, May 15th
SHRED EVENT
9:00am - Noon
(or whenever
the Truck is full)
at East Caln
Township Parking
Lot. Two File
boxes per car.
Please have the
boxes in the trunk for easy unloading!

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION

T

he East Caln Township Board
of Supervisors adopted the 2021
Budget with no increase to Real
Estate taxes or sewer fees. Through
careful management of Township
operations, 2021 will be the thirteenth
straight year with no property tax
increase. The Real Estate tax rate for
East Caln Township will remain at
1.25 mills for each $1,000 of assessed
property with no reduction of services
to the Community.
Less than 4% of your annual real estate
taxes are paid to the Township. East
Caln Township is fortunate to host

January 7th, 14th and 21st
Please have your tree’s on the
curb by 5am. (REMOVE ALL
DECORATIONS AND LIGHTS,
Tree’s that have decorations and
lights will not be picked up)

SPRING LEAF PICK UP:
March 27th
April 24th
Rake up your leaves into
biodegradable bags and have them
on the curb by 5am for pick up!

Like Us on Facebook!

WINTER • SPRING 2021

a strong commercial tax base which
help generate Earned Income taxes,
representing 44% of our General Fund
revenue.
The General Fund is the operating fund
for the Township. The majority of the
costs of services to maintain the quality
of life in East Caln Township come
from the General Fund. Expenses that
benefit our community include police
and fire protection, snow removal,
road maintenance, trash and recycling,
monthly branch pickup, Park events and
activities, and seasonal leaf collections.

Flagpole Dedication

O

ver the summer, the East Caln
Township Supervisors dedicated
the Flagpole at the East Caln Park
at Bell Tavern as a site of Honor, and in
Heartfelt Thanks to all Fire, Fire Police,
Police and Emergency Medical Service
Providers, Past, Present, and Future for
their sacrifices in the name of Public
Service and for the safety of our Communities.
The Supervisors had planned to have a proper, public
dedication at the time that the memorial plaque was installed but due to the Covid
Pandemic, the public dedication was postponed. The Board of Supervisors look
forward to a public dedication in the near future!
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Thank You, Joel Swisher

Please Note!

J

Beginning this year, East Caln
Township Real Estate Tax will be
collected by the Chester County
Treasurers office. The Township
will no longer be using Berkheimer
Associates to collect.

oel Swisher is Retiring as Supervisor of the Township Joel and his wife Donna
are having a new home built which unfortunately is not located in East Caln.

Here are just a few of his contributions to the citizens of the Township, not only as
being on the Zoning Hearing Board and on the Board of Supervisors for more than
17 years.

If you have a question regarding
your Real Estate Tax or need a tax
certification, you may contact the
Treasurer’s office directly at 610344-6370

Served on Board of Directors for Human Services for 6 years. The agency provides
mental health services to the community.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
Emergency Police, Fire, Ambulance
Dial 911
Non-Emergency Police
After Midnight & Weekends
(610) 383-7000 (Dispatched through
the Chester County Police Radio)
Police Administration
8:00am to Midnight, Monday –
Friday (610) 269-0263

Joined Downingtown Fire Department in 1993 with Minquas Fire Co., No.2
where he held several positions. Vice President, Recording Secretary, Trustee,
Representative to the State Association, EMS Capitan, EMS Battalion Chief, Fire
Lieutenant and EMT. Joel was instrumental in implementing police services for the
residential portions of the Township. Previously the residents were serviced by the
PA State Police which had a very large area to cover and response time was not good.
He worked with Downingtown Borough Police, the other 2 supervisors and it all
came to fruition. He always did what he could for the betterment of the Township.
The projects are too many to mention but with that, we all want to Thank Joel for his
years of dedicated service to East Caln Township. Enjoy your new home and you are
wished many years of health and happiness.

BRANCH/LIMB/STICK PICK-UP
Branch/limbs/stick pick up is the
4th Wednesday
of each month.
Please have a
single pile on
the curb by 5am,
Please make 1
pile per property.
To help keep
Township costs down, this service
is for residents doing their own
work, Tree contractors should chip/
remove their own branches. Full
tree’s with Root Balls and Bamboo
are not accepted.
Please do not park on the street
near the branches to be picked
up, the contractor will not chip any
items that have a car parked nearby
and your branches will not be taken.

Disposing of Mattresses and Box Springs!
The Township offers one bulk item pick up each
month on the 3rd Thursday of each month. A
mattress/box spring combination is considered one
item. For safety reasons, the mattress/box spring
should be wrapped in plastic or slipped into a large
plastic bag made especially to fit them. These bags can
be found in home improvement stores in the same
section where moving boxes & supplies are located.
Be sure to have your bulk item on the curb by 5am on pick up day!
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The Importance of House Numbers

B

uildings must have address
numbers plainly legible and
visible from the street fronting
the property. House numbers are not
only convenient for finding addresses
but necessary for emergency responders
to locate those in need. When
responding to an emergency, minutes
matter so be sure that fire, ambulance,
and police personnel can easily and
quickly find your address.
The 2006 International Property
Maintenance Code, which East Caln
Township has adopted, requires in
Section 304, Exterior Structures, that
buildings be numbered. 304.3 Premises
Identification—Homes shall have
approved address numbers placed in
a position to be plainly legible and
visible from the street or road fronting
the property. These numbers shall
contrast with their background. Address
numbers shall be Arabic numerals or
alphabet letters. Numbers shall be a
minimum of 4- inches (102 mm) high
with a minimum stroke width of 0.5 inch
(12.7 mm). Commercial buildings are
required to have numbers from 18-48
inches in an approved location.

•

•

mailbox, or other appropriate
place that will make it visible for
approaching vehicles.
Be sure that the view of the numbers
are not obstructed by shrubs, trees,
or decorations, such as flags. They
should also be mounted on the
mailbox itself which is typically
higher than the mounting post.
Numbers should be clearly seen
when approaching from either side
of the house. If the numbers on your
house are not visible or easy to read,
it will take emergency personnel
longer to reach you. Those extra
minutes spent trying to locate a
property can mean the difference
between life and death, so take the
time now to be sure your house
numbers are able to be seen from the
street to help emergency responders
find you faster.

If you have any questions or would like
more information on this topic please
call the Township Office at 610-269-1989
to speak with the Fire Marshall, Chris
Obenchain.

It is recommended that all East Caln
residents take a few moments to install
house numbers or examine existing
house numbers. Be sure that the
numbers are easily read from the street.
Consider the following:
•

•
•

Script numbers or numbers that
are spelled out in words may be
aesthetically pleasing but are difficult
to read quickly from the street.
Brass or bronze numbers are difficult
to see. Use numbers that contrast
with the background.
If the house is located more than 45
feet from the street, the numbers
should be displayed on a fence,
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WELCOME NEW SUPERVISOR
BRUCE TAYLOR
With Joel Swisher departing his
position before the end of his
term. The Board has appointed
Bruce Taylor to fill the unexpired
term. Bruce is not new to local
government, he has been a
member of the Township’s Planning
Commission since 2002. We all look
forward to working with Bruce in his
new role at the Township. He brings
with him many years of experience
and being a long time resident of
the Township as well.
With Taylor’s being appointed the
Board of Supervisors a vacancy
was created on the Planning
Commission. So another new face
and a hearty Welcome to newly
appointed member of the Planning
Commission, Ryan Marshall.
The Board and staff will be looking
forward to having Ryan as part of the
East Caln team for years to come.

www.EastCalnTownship.com

Are You Enrolled in READY ChesCo.org?
want to get. Your wireless carrier may
charge you a fee to get text messages
on your cell phone or wireless device.
Contact your carrier to find out how
much these text messages may cost you
with your current plan. You can choose
to stop getting text messages at any time.

DOWNINGTOWN AREA
RECREATION CONSORTIUM
A Message from DARC‘s Executive
Director, Nicole Luecker
With the uncertain circumstances of
Covid-19, please use the resources
below to be kept informed.
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook
(@dtownrec) and follow us on
Instagram (@downingtownrec) and
Twitter (@DowningtownRec).
If you have questions about any
of our future programs, please
visit our website (www.darc.info)
or feel free to contact us by email
downingtownrec@gmail.com or
phone (610) 269-9260. We are
happy to help you and your family
get out there and be active!

WHAT IS READYCHESCO?

ReadyChesco is a system that helps
County and Local officials send
emergency text alerts and voice calls
to you quickly. ReadyChesco can send
these to your cell phone, home phone,
office phone, pager, and/or E-mail
account.
When will it be used? This system will
be used to provide ongoing government
information to alert those groups that
you have signed up for. Emergencies can
happen at any time and it is our goal to
send you critical information as quickly
as possible 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. The system will also be used to
relay emergency notifications such as
evacuation and shelter-in-place orders
to all users in the system.

PAVILION RENTALS
Residents: $75 with a separate $50
refundable deposit
Non-Resident: $150 with a separate
$50 refundable deposit

Will this service cost me anything? It
is free to sign up for ReadyChesco, and
you can choose the types of alerts you

Will I still get emergency notifications
if I don't sign up? You must sign up
to the system to receive emergency
messages on cell phones, home phone or
email. You can also receive notifications
through other sources such as on the
county's website, Facebook page, and
through traditional media such as
television and radio.
What if my phone number or email
address changes? The system is only as
good as the information you provide. If
your contact information changes, you
can always visit your profile and update
your information. if you need assistance
updating your information, please email
notificationsupport@chesco.org
Will my contact information
be shared with others? No. The
information that you provide will be
used only for notification purposes from
ReadyChesco. We will not give or sell
your contact or location information to
any vendor or other organization.

The reservations must be paid in
cash or by separate checks for the
fee and deposit. All rentals are rain
or shine. NO REFUNDS.
To ensure the return of your deposit,
be sure that you clean up all trash
so that the next rental has a clean
pavilion. And remember not to
place any tape on the pillars at the
pavilions.

EAST CALN TOWNSHIP

4

JANUARY · APRIL 2021

www.EastCalnTownship.com

Get Notified!

H

ave you signed up for the East Caln
Township eNotifications? If not, don’t
waste any more time! The eNotifications
provides timely information including breaking
news, critical alerts, general reminders and
updates—information that can be very beneficial
to you and your family.

LAND DEVELOPMENT
RESIDENTIAL
Anstine property located at 250 W.
Uwchlan Avenue – The final eight
Townhouses are under construction.

To sign up… go to the Townships website
www.eastcalntownship.com. Towards the bottom
of the page, click on the “Notify Me” icon.
Follow the instructions listed.
If you have any questions or need assistance signing up, contact Michael O’Brien at
mobrien@eastcalntownship.com or (610) 269-1989

600 Boot Road – Ground Work is
being completed. It is expected
that the developer will be applying
for building permits in the near
future and construction will likely
begin soon.
COMMERCIAL
Chick Fil-A – The restaurant
is moving forward with their
alterations and additions to help
ease traffic, work is expected to be
complete in the Spring.

Quarterly Sewer Bills
Payment Options

Q

uarterly sewer bills are mailed at the
beginning of February, May, August, and
November. Please be aware that payments
not received by the due date are subject to a 10%
penalty in addition to interest on unpaid balances.
Properties that are more than 2 quarters in arrears
on sewer payments may be subject to a municipal
lien and/or water shutoff.

901 Skelp Level Road – PreConstruction work has begun on a
50,000 square ft. warehouse on the
6.1 acre site.

PAYMENT OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE:

951 Skelp Level Road – This site
has been approved for a 52,000 sq.
ft. office and warehouse.

Automatic Payment: An authorization
form can be obtained on our website at
www.eastcalntownship.com

Questions? Please call or email Megan
at mcadreau@eastcalntownship.com or
(610) 269-1989.

NEW RESTAURANTS
Capriotti’s is expected to be
coming soon to Brandywine Square.

Mail: Mail your payment with your
remittance stub. Make check payable
to East Caln Township Sewer Account
and mail it to: S&T Bank, PO Box 1004,
Downingtown, PA 19335.

The Township will soon be utilizing an
“E-Bill” system. If you are interested in
receiving your sewer invoices by email,
please send Megan Cadreau and email at
mcadreau@eastcalntownship.com with
your account number and email address.

OTHER NEWS:
Chestnut Street Bridge –
Construction is moving along as
schedule. Opening should be late
Spring, weather pending.

New Account Numbers: No matter
what method of payment you choose,
please be sure you have your new
sewer account number on all forms of
payment!

Please Note: The construction
on Woodbine Avenue and Rt.
30 near Bishop Shanahan High
School IS NOT located in East
Caln Township. It is located in
Downingtown Borough.

In Person: You can make the payment
at S&T Bank, (formerly DNB) East
End Branch providing you include a
remittance stub.
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Winter Storm Water Pollution Solutions

GET READY FOR WINTER
Taking a few basic steps now can help
you prepare your home for Winter,
keeping you and your family safe.
Tree Branches: Check tree branches
and trim those close to the house or
power lines.
Hoses & Faucets: Disconnect hoses
and store inside. Locate the main
water shut off valve and know how to
use it. Wrap outside pipes and spigots.
Furnace: Clean/replace your filter
every 4-6 weeks. Check all fireplaces,
chimneys and fues.

W

ith the cold weather upon us, water pollution prevention is still critical.
Winter brings with it unique and significant pollution concerns to our
streams and ponds. Because the ground will be frozen over the next few
months, it acts like a hard surface similar to asphalt or concrete. It no longer has the
ability to act like a natural filter.
Pollutants accumulate in snow banks and ice all winter long. Once the snow melts,
all the grime, grit, dirt, road salt, and other pollutants are washed into our storm
water systems, rivers, and lakes. It’s important that we take steps to reduce the
amount of potential pollution sources during the winter months.
Be good to the environment and remember these suggestions for reducing your
winter impact on our streams and ponds:
•

Be stingy with your salt application and consider
alternative salting methods. Road salt can be
harmful to plants, aquatic life and drinking water
supplies.
» Shovel early. The more snow and ice you
remove, the less salt you will have to use and the
more effective it can be.
» More salt does not mean more melting. Apply
appropriately, salt takes time to work. Consider
purchasing a hand-held spreader to help you
apply a consistent amount.
» Fifteen degrees Fahrenheit is too cold for salt. Most salts stop working at
this temperature. Use a traction agent as needed, but remember they do
not melt ice.
» Salt alternatives like potassium acetate (KA), calcium magnesium
acetate (CMA), or sand are less damaging to homes and landscaping
and can be used to de-ice and improve traction on a walkway or
driveway.
» Sweep up excess. Salt or sand on dry pavement is no longer doing any
work, sweep it up before it is washed away and apply less the next time.

•

Rethink rinsing your garage floor. While it’s tempting to take out the hose
and wash that ugly, gray sludge and salt off your car and out of your garage on
a mild winter day- please stop! Residue left from road salt, oil, gas, and other
road pollutants drips from your car and ends up on the garage floor. The water
will end up into our streams. Take your car to a commercial car wash. A clean
car means a cleaner garage!

•

Watch your waste. Picking up pet waste is just as important in the wintertime
as it is in the warmer months. Animal waste can be a significant source of
harmful bacteria and disease.

Thermostat: Make sure you keep your
house heated to at least 60 degrees,
even when you're not home. Consider
installing programmable thermostats
to regulate temperature.
Roof & Gutters: Check for loose
shingles and flashing. Clean out
gutters and downspouts.
Pipes: If the temperature drops below
20 degrees, let water trickle in all
faucets.
Windows & Doors: Check weatherstripping, patch or caulk as needed.
Consider thick drapes to help keep
heat inside.
Safety: Check smoke and Carbon
Monoxide detectors and replace
batteries as needed. Keep a fire
extinguisher handy and ensure
everyone knows how to use it. If you
leave for the holidays, have a neighbor
check on your home daily.
Prepare an emergency kit:
candles, matches, phone list, bottled
water, non-perishable food, blankets,
first-aid kit, pet supplies, ect.

Help to keep our streams wonderful even in the winter! To report an illicit discharge
to the storm water collection system or to a stream, creek or pond, call East Caln
Township at (610) 269-1989.
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110 Bell Tavern Road
Downingtown, PA 19335
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PHONE (610) 269-1989 FAX (610) 269-9183
HOURS 8:00am – 4:00pm Monday – Friday
WEB
www.eastcalntownship.com

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid
West Chester, PA
Permit No. 50

STAFF
Barbara M. Kelly, Manager / Secretary
bkelly@eastcalntownship.com
Megan Cadreau, Director of Finance
mcadreau@eastcalntownship.com
Chris M. Obenchain, BCO / Fire Marshal
cobenchain@eastcalntownship.com
Michael O’Brien, Administrative Assistant
mobrien@eastcalntownship.com
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Chuck DeLone, Chairman
cdelone@eastcalntownship.com
Donald P. Ash, 1st Vice Chairman
dash@eastcalntownship.com
Bruce Taylor, 2nd Vice Chairman
btaylor@eastcalntownship.com

WNSH

Dates & Meetings

All dates are subject to the Covid-19 directions as imposed by the Governor and Board of Supervisors.
The dates are tentative—please check website for further details

January
1
4
11
14
18
19
20
21
21
27

New Year’s Day

Township Offices Closed

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Planning Commission

7:00pm

Christmas Tree & Branch Pick-Up

5:00am

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Township Offices Closed

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Christmas Tree & Branch Pick-Up

5:00am

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

5:00am

Christmas Tree & Branch Pick-Up

5:00am

1
15
17
18
25
27

Planning Commission

7:00pm

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

5:00am

Branch Pick-Up Curbside

6:00am

Spring Leaf Collection

5:00am

April

February
1
15
16
17
18
24

March

Planning Commission

7:00pm

President’s Day

Township Offices Closed

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

5:00am

Branch Pick-Up Curbside

6:00am

1
2
15
19
21
24
28

Planning Commission
Good Friday

7:00pm
Township Offices Closed

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

5:00am

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Spring Leaf Collection

5:00am

Branch Pick-Up Curbside

5:00am

Note: Meetings are held in Township Building located at 110 Bell Tavern Road. With the new regulations due to Covid-19, meetings may be virtual.
Please check the website for information. The Township Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Telephone: (610) 269-1989
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