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No Tax or Sewer Rate Increase for 2019!

CHRISTMAS TREE PICK UP
The waste hauler will be picking up
Christmas trees!
This year Christmas
Trees will be picked
up on bulk trash
day, January 17th.
Please make sure to
remove ALL tinsel,
decorations and
plastic bags from
trees OR THEY WILL
BE LEFT AT CURB.

T

he East Caln Township Board of Supervisors adopted the 2019 Budget
without an increase in the property tax – the eleventh straight year with
no increase. The rate will remain the same 1.25 mills per each $1,000 of
assessed property valuation. Sewer rates will remain unchanged, as well.
Your township real estate tax helps fund the services that make East Caln
Township a great place to live, including police protection, fire and ambulance
services, branch and leaf collection, snow removal, road maintenance, and trash
and recycling. In addition, Bell Tavern Park offers amenities for all ages, including
Township-sponsored events during the year.
Revenue Sources - 2019 Budget

BUDGET SUMMARY

CHRISTMAS TREE PICK UP

Revenue Sources

January 17th
Christmas Tree pick up will be
on bulk trash day

Real Estate Property Tax
Real Estate Transfer Tax
Earned Income Tax
Local Services Tax
Licenses & Permits
Other Revenue

SPRING LEAF PICK-UP DATES
April 6th & May 4th
All leaves must be in
biodegradable paper bags. Please
DO NOT blow or rake your leaves
into the right of way of the roads or
near any of the storm drains.

Expenditures

NOT SIGNED UP to receive information
and updates from the Township
automatically? Then please go to
www.eastcalntownship.com and sign
up for alerts TODAY!

General Government
Public Safety
Sanitation & Refuse
Highways & Stormwater
Recreation & Culture
Insurance & Transfers

Net Surplus

General Fund
$580,557
$150,000
$1,175,100
$205,000
$114,650
$548,538
$2,773,845

General Fund
$693,599
$1,049,321
$378,411
$387,120
$172,375
$88,355
$2,769,180

$4,665

Real Estate
Property
Tax 21%

JANUARY · APRIL 2019

Earned
Income
Tax 42%

Other
Revenue
20%
Licenses &
Permits 4%
Local Service Tax 7%

Expenditures - 2019 Budget
Insurance &
Transfers 3%
Recreation &
Culture 6%
Highways &
Stormwater
14%
Sanitation &
Refuse 14%

Local Government - the 1Backbone of Democracy
EAST CALN TOWNSHIP

Real Estate
Transfer 6%

General
Government
25%
Public
Safety
38%
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Recycling Tips
CLEANING & PREPARING
YOUR MATERIALS
FOR RECYCLING:

Rinsing containers to remove food
or product residue helps ensure the
materials you recycle are able to be
processed after pickup. This can also
help reduce odor and insects around
the area in your home where your
recycling container is stored.
Products heavily damaged or soiled
may not be recycled and should instead
be placed in your waste container.

OTHER TYPES OF RECYCLING:
Organic materials, including food
waste, may be composted and used for
a variety of uses in your garden and
lawn.

RECYCLING INDUSTRY CRISIS
The United States generates more
recyclable material than any other
country in the world and China is
the world’s largest buyer of recyclable
material. The Chinese government
recently imposed new rules severely
restricting the levels of contamination
allowed in the recyclable material
they accept. These changes have had
catastrophic consequences on the US
recycling industry.

WHAT IS CONTAMINATION?

Contamination is any non-recyclable item (aka trash) that gets mixed into a bale of recyclable material. When bales of
recyclables arrive in China, they are cut open and sorted through. Items such as plastic bags, clothing, medical waste, Christmas
lights and any other non-recyclable items are considered “contamination.”
Recycling continues to be the future of the waste industry but it will come at a cost if there is no market for recyclable material.
Do not throw items in the recycle bin unless you know for sure it is recyclable. When In Doubt, Throw It Out!
Make sure you properly sort your materials, making sure that wet, non-recyclable items are tossed in the garbage.
Condensed from http://www.pennwaste.com/waste-management-resources/blog/recycling-industry-crisis/
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The Killer in the Medicine Chest
Prescription Medicines

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
Emergency Police, Fire, Ambulance
Dial 911
Non-Emergency Police
After Midnight & Weekends
(610) 383-7000 (Dispatched through
the Chester County Police Radio)
Police Administration
8:00am to Midnight, Monday –
Friday (610) 269-0263

T

he opioid epidemic crisis is very real. Deaths from Heroin increased by 328%
in 5 years. Also drug deaths from Fentanyl and other synthetic opioids are
seeing a rise as well. Protect your family:

•

Safely store and dispose of unused medications. Two thirds of teens and
young adults who report abuse of prescription medicine are getting it from
friends, family, and acquaintances. Safeguard your medications. For drop off
locations for used medicines: https://chesco.org2673medication-Dropoff

•

Talk with your kids. Kids who learn about the dangers of drug use early and
often are less likely to use drugs than those who do not receive these critical
messages at home.

•

Signs of Medicine abuse. Figuring out if your child is misusing prescription
or illicit drugs can be a challenge as many of the signs and symptoms are
typical behavior for a teen or young adult. However, many can be symptoms
of mental health, including depression or anxiety disorders. Take these sign
seriously.

•

Research Treatment options. You are not alone, get help now. There are
many trained and caring specialists who can help. Check with your family
doctor for his or her recommendation for help.

•

Use Caution Purchasing prescriptions on line. If you purchase prescription
medications on line, make sure you do so from a verified on line pharmacy.
According to the FDA 97% of online pharmacies are illegitimate and unsafe.
What may look like a discount online pharmacy from Canada or the U.S.
could be a rouge website and criminal enterprise from anywhere in the world.
To verify go to VerifyBeforeYouBuy.org to confirm authenticity.
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WINTER STORM WATER
POLLUTION SOLUTIONS
Be careful with your salt application
and consider alternative salting
methods. Road salt can be harmful to
plants, aquatic life and drinking water
supplies.
• Shovel early. The more snow and
ice you remove, the less salt you
will have to use and the more
effective it can be.
• More salt does not mean more
melting. Apply appropriately;
salt takes time to work. Consider
purchasing a hand-held spreader
to help you apply a consistent
amount.
• Fifteen degrees Fahrenheit is
too cold for salt. Most salts stop
working at this temperature. Use
a traction agent as needed, but
remember they do not melt ice.
• Salt alternatives like potassium
acetate (KA), calcium magnesium
acetate (CMA), or sand are
less damaging to homes and
landscaping and can be used to
de-ice and improve traction on a
walkway or driveway.

www.EastCalnTownship.com

Quarterly Sewer Bills

Thank
You!

Payment Options

THANK YOU CORNER
The Board of Supervisors wishes
to extend a special thank you to
Mary Larsen for her many years of
service as our representative on the
Downingtown Library Board. Mary
will still continue to serve on the
Township Zoning Hearing Board.

Q

uarterly sewer bills are mailed at the beginning of February, May, August,
and November. Please be aware that payments not received by the due date
are subject to a 10% penalty in addition to interest on unpaid balances.
Properties that are more than 2 quarters in arrears on sewer payments may be
subject to a municipal lien or water shutoff.

Welcome and thank you to Amy
Kelly for volunteering for the Library
Representative position.
Thank you to the great volunteers
we had this past year for our events.
You were definitely appreciated.

NUMEROUS EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE:
Automatic Payment: An authorization form can be obtained on our website at
www.eastcalntownship.com or by calling or visiting the Township building. By
choosing this option, the Township will automatically deduct the quarterly bill from
your account on time, every time. Just submit the signed authorization form along
with a voided check and we will take care of the rest!
Mail: Mail your payment with your remittance stub. You should make the check
payable to East Caln Township Sewer Account and mail it to: DNB First Bank, PO
Box 1004, Downingtown, PA 19335. The payment is posted to your account on the
date that the bank receives the payment, not the date of mailing.

LEASH LAW AND
DOG WALKING
With the cooler weather upon us
many residents still walk their dogs.
Pennsylvania law requires dog
owners to control their pets by using
a leash while on another’s property.
Also please use the available dog
potty bags located around the park
and dispose of pet waste properly.
This is just as important in the winter
as it is in warmer weather. Don’t leave
your dog’s mess for others to step in.
Thank you for being considerate of
others and keeping your park clean.

Your Bank account: If paying through your bank’s online bill pay, please remember
to include your sewer account number on your check and mail directly to DNB
First, PO Box 1004, Downingtown, PA 19335. If you use your online bill pay
option, you should know that the payment is NOT electronic; your bank mails
a paper check. This method will take between 5 – 7 business days, so please plan
accordingly.
Credit Card: Visit our website at www.eastcalntownship.com and choose the Online
Bill Pay option. A processing fee of approximately 2.5% applies to all credit card
payments and will be added to the total payment.
In Person: You can make the payment at any branch of DNB Bank, providing you
include a remittance stub, or visit the Township building and pay by cash or check.
If you don't have time to stop in, you may leave your non-cash payment in the black
mailbox. The mail is gathered from the box by 8am each week-day morning. Note:
payments mailed or delivered directly to the Township Building may experience
a delay in posting.
Questions? Please call Rose at (610) 269-1989.
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Downingtown Area Recreation Consortium

DISCOUNT TICKETS

D

owningtown Area Recreation
Consortium (DARC), supported
by East Caln Township, is
planning numerous activities for the
winter session. Sign up for some great
recreational opportunities and stay
active during the winter!
The DARC Winter Brochure will include
information for programs that will begin
in January and run through late March.
Some of the programs offered during the
winter will include: Aquatics programs,
Travel Blogging, Special Programs for
Seniors, Bus trips, Medicare Workshops,
Social Security Workshops, Dance, Yoga,
various Health & Fitness classes, First
Aid & CPR workshops, Interior Design,
as well as numerous youth programs. For
a complete listing of our offerings visit
our website www.darc.info.

BUS TRIPS

Frozen on Broadway
Wednesday,
March 13.
Depart from
Downingtown:
8:00am from the
parking lot behind
Ashbridge Manor
Show at 1:00pm
Depart from New York City: 5:00pm
Cost: $145 per person (coach bus
transportation and ticket)
Also offering trips to The Prom,
Tootsie, King Kong on Broadway and
Washington DC Cherry Blossoms,
Baltimore on Your Own, and a trip to
the 9/11 Memorial. Check our website
for details.

A great gift idea! DARC offers Discount
Movie Tickets to Regal Theater! These
tickets are $11.00 each and are honored
at all Regal Entertainment Group
locations. DARC also offers Discount
Movie Tickets to the Movie Tavern in
Exton. The Movie Tavern tickets are
$10.00 each. Ultimate Movie Pack $35
(2 tickets and $10 concessions gift card)
CASH ONLY for discount movie
tickets!

DEMO CARS NEEDED
Help your local fire company!
Do you know someone that has a
non-road worthy vehicle that they
need to get off their hands? You
can help your local fire companies
(Minquas and Alert Fire Companies)
by donating the vehicle for their use
during various training scenarios!
This is a program that Crawford’s
Towing offers. They will provide
you with documentation that
shows your old car was donated
for tax purposes. You can call their
offices at 610.269.1610 for more
information.

New This Year!
Discount Philadelphia Flower Show
Tickets. Check out our Discount Lift
Tickets.

FREE DANCE DAY

Every Day brings a chance for you to
draw in a breath, kick off your shoes and
dance.
Join us Saturday, February 16 at
10:00am - 2:00pm at Eagle Dance
Academy at Power Play Ice Rink.
Ballet and meet the Prince and Princess
for ages 3 to 6. Hip-Hop and Fortnight
Dance Demos and Line Dance Lesson
for Adults.Check www.DARC.Info to
sign up. FREE and FUN!
Let them know you saw the article in the
Township newsletter!
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PAVILION RENTALS
Residents: $75 with a separate $50
refundable deposit
Non-Resident: $150 with a separate
$50 refundable deposit
The reservations must be paid in
cash or by separate checks for the
fee and deposit.
All rentals are rain or shine.
NO REFUNDS.

www.EastCalnTownship.com

Is Your Mailbox Ready For Winter?
There are ways that you can ensure that your
mailbox is ready for winter.

SNOW REMOVAL
Our snow removal contractor is
Harlan Excavating. As the winter
weather changes are upon us,
please be patient with the snow
removal process. All main roads are
opened first. Often times in heavy
storms only one pass is made initially
on the secondary roads, and then
they come back and widen. It is
always best to wait until the end
of the storm before clearing your
driveways, as they will be pushing
the snow further back. Please don’t
throw snow into the roadway!
We all seem to get frustrated with
the snow and clean up efforts.
Please remember that it may hard to
keep up with the plowing when the
snow is continuing to fall. Be patient
and help us by not shoveling snow
onto the road.
Please be safe and considerate.
If you have a fire hydrant on your
property, please clear the snow
away so if there is an emergency the
responders can get to the hydrant
quickly.

PennDOT allows property owners to place
mailboxes within the limits of the legal right-ofway, out of respect for the U.S. Postal Service’s
need to deliver, and mail customers' convenience
of delivery. But because those boxes are within the
right-of-way, damages are the responsibility of the property owner.
Be sure your mailbox has a strong support. You may also wish to use reflective tape
or other material to make it easier to see during storms or during dark hours.
Check your box and support often, clearing snow from it and depositing the snow
properly and in a manner to allow you and motorists proper sight distances (and
never on the roadway).
Also be sure your house numbers are visible at all times so they are not covered in
snow so emergency responders can quickly find your home.

Land Development
Anstine Property located at 250 W. Uwchlan Ave. – The developer is working on
completing the first group of four townhouse units. This development is located just
off of Rt. 113 and will have a total of 12 townhouse units.
John Deere will be expanding their current facility with an expansion to the
building on the west of the existing structure. This will allow for tractors to be stored
inside of the building for safety and aesthetics.
600 Boot Rd - This is a portion of the Devereux property west of the Devereux
Learning Center. It will consist of 110 townhouse units. They have received final
land development approval and construction will be starting late spring.
825 E. Lancaster Ave. the development name will be “Downingtown Walk” and
is located to the west of Ashbridge Square shopping center. It will be a 40 unit
townhouse community.

NEW BUSINESS WELCOME

Dunkin Donuts – Has opened in the Quarry Crossing Center. This is also the
location of Olive Garden, LA Fitness, AAA Auto Services and Buffalo Wild Wings
along Quarry Rd.
Brandywine Square will be starting revitalization of the Old Country Buffet to have
5 smaller eateries in the same location. Re-construction will be starting soon.
Best Buy, although not a new business in the Township, will be moving to its new
location in Brandywine Square in 2019.
EAST CALN TOWNSHIP
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How to Prevent Clogged Drains

D

rains always seem to clog at the
worst possible time, like when
you have a houseful of overnight
guests or a big party. And while you
may not be able to stop every drain clog,
there are steps you can take to prevent
most clogs and nasty backups.

Catch Hair Before it reaches the Drain
Hair and soap combine in your tub
or shower drain to create clogs that
could end up requiring a drain snake to
remove. But you can avoid that task by
catching the hair before it reaches the
drain.

Collect Grease? Don’t Dump It
One of the worst things you can pour
down your drain is grease. Warm grease
runs down your drain until it cools
in the pipe, where it congeals to start
forming a clog. Then other stuff gets
stuck in it, and before you know it you’ve
got a major clog.

Various sizes of mesh screens are
available for this purpose. Another
option is to replace the stopper assembly
with one that includes a built-in
screen. It’s designed to replace stopper
assemblies that screw into the drain.

The best solution is to avoid pouring
any grease or oil down your drain. Just
keep a jar handy to collect the grease,
and throw it into the trash when it gets
full. Or, if you’re one who likes to cook
with leftover bacon grease, you can buy
a container that’s designed to save the
grease for reuse.
Don’t Rinse Cement, Grout or Joint
Compound Down the Drain
Setting-type joint compound hardens by
a chemical reaction and will set up even
under water, so obviously if it settles in
your drain you’re in for a rock-hard clog.
Sand is another building product that is
notoriously bad for drains. Sand is heavy
and settles quickly in traps and pipes to
form clogs that are difficult to remove.
To avoid these problems, never rinse
setting compound, grout, mortar mix or
concrete down the drain. Instead, save
rinse water in a container until the solid
materials settle out. Then decant the
water in an out-of-the-way area in your
yard, and dump the remaining sludge
into your garbage can.

Collect Your Food Waste
Grinding up food in a disposer and
sending it down the drain is convenient,
but it can clog drains. A better idea is to
collect your organic waste in a container
and add it to a compost pile. Many cities
collect organic waste for composting, but
if yours doesn’t, consider building your
own compost bin. Avoid putting meat
or other greasy food in the compost bin
because it takes too long to break down.
Don’t Use the Toilet as a Wastebasket
It’s tempting to throw all kinds of
personal care products into the toilet.
After all, there’s a big drain hole and
the stuff usually goes down OK. But
just because dental floss goes down the
toilet drain doesn’t mean it’ll make it
to the main sewer. It’s possible it will
get snagged on something in your
pipes and start a clog. Another no-no
is baby wipes. Many of these products
don’t decompose readily, adding an
unnecessary burden to the water
treatment facility. So avoid using the
toilet as a wastebasket.
Condensed from: https://www.
familyhandyman.com/plumbing/how-toprevent-clogged-drain
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SPRING CLEANUP
AND FIRE SAFETY
Spring will be arriving soon and your
thoughts may be turning to that
dreaded ritual of spring cleaning. In
an effort to make this "Spring Cleanup"
a fire safe one, clean your garage of
stored newspapers or other rubbish
that can fuel a fire.
Additional Fire Saftey Tips:
• Test your smoke alarms monthly.
• To help prevent nuisance alarms,
gently vacuum your smoke alarm
every six months or as needed.
• Change batteries in smoke alarms,
flashlights and carbon monoxide
detectors.
• N
 ever borrow smoke alarm
batteries to use for toys or other
equipment.
• R
 eplace all smoke alarms every 10
years or as recommended by the
manufacturer.
• K
 eep outdoor debris or dead
vegetation away from the house.
• P
 roperly dispose of oily or greasy
rags. If these items must be stored,
they should be kept in labeled,
sealed, metal containers.
• I f you store gasoline, keep it
outside your home in a shed
or detached garage. Keep only
small quantities in tightly sealed
containers. Use gasoline only as
a motor fuel - never as a cleaning
agent.
• U
 se outdoor barbecue grills with
caution. Place in a safe area away
from building, windows, heating,
ventilation and air conditioning
units or places with high/dead
vegetation.
• N
 ever use gasoline to start the fire,
and don't add charcoal lighter fluid
once the fire has started.
• U
 se barbecue grills outside only not under overhangs or balconies,
and away from combustibles.
• C
 heck your propane barbecue grill
hose for leaks and cracks; never
store propane indoors.
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110 Bell Tavern Road
Downingtown, PA 19335
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cdelone@eastcalntownship.com
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bkelly@eastcalntownship.com
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rwerner@eastcalntownship.com
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Dates & Meetings
January
1
7
14
17
21
22
23
23

March

New Year’s Day

Township Offices Closed

Board of Supervisors & Re-Organization Meeting

1:30pm

Planning Commission

7:00pm

Bulk Trash Pick-Up and Christmas Trees

5:00am

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

Township Offices Closed
7:30pm

Branch Pick-Up Curbside

6:00am

Board of Supervisors Meeting

6:00pm

Planning Commission

7:00pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

6:00pm

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

5:00am

Branch Pick-Up Curbside

6:00am

Planning Commission

7:00pm

April

February
4
6
18
19
20
21
27

4
6
18
20
21
27

Planning Commission

7:00pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

President’s Day

Township Offices Closed

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

6:00pm

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

5:00am

Branch Pick-Up Curbside

6:00am

1
3
6
15
18
18
19
24

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Spring Leaf Pick-Up

5:00am

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

5:00am

Board of Supervisors Meeting (Thursday)
Good Friday
Branch Pick-Up Curbside

Note: All Meetings are held in the Township Building located at 110 Bell Tavern Road.

Township Office Hours: 8:00am-4:00pm Monday through Friday. Telephone: (610) 269-1989

Local Government - the Backbone of Democracy

6:00pm

Township Offices Closed
6:00am

