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Bell Tavern Park
SAVE THE DATE
PARK & RECREATION EVENTS

Hope that everyone enjoyed the inflatables and the
Movie in the Park. Thank you to all the volunteers for
a job well done!

SEPTEMBER 15, 10AM-2PM

Kid’s Day In the Park
Rain Date: September 16th

NOT SIGNED UP to receive information
and updates from the Township
automatically? Please go to
www.eastcalntownship.com and sign
up for alerts TODAY!

FALL LEAF PICK-UP DAYS

Next Event: KIDS DAY IN BELL TAVERN PARK
September 15th from 10 am to 2 pm
Rain Date: September 16th.
Lost Something at the Park?
The Township building keeps a “Lost
and Found” for items that have been left
at Bell Tavern Park. If you are missing
something, please call the Township
office at (610) 269-1989.

Fire Prevention Week is October 7-13, 2018
FROM THE FIRE MARSHAL

October 20, 2018
November 3, 2018
November 17, 2018
December 8, 2018
Use biodegradable bags only!
As you clean up your yard. Please
DO NOT blow or rake leaves into the
right of way of the roads or near any of
the storm drains.

Check your smoke detector batteries. Test the
batteries monthly. You should change them
at least every 6 months! Install them in all
bedrooms, hallways outside of bedroom, and
each level of your home.
What you may not know about Smoke
Detectors: There are two types of smoke
detectors photocell and ionization.
Photoelectric works better with slower, smoldering fires, while the ionization type is
more suited to faster, flaming fires. Most experts recommend that you have both in
your home.
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Cleaning Up Stormwater Runoff

✴

Stormwater runoff is the rain and melting
snow that flows off streets, rooftops,
lawns, and parking areas. The flowing
water carries salt, sand, soil, pesticides,
fertilizers, leaves and grass clippings,
oil, litter, and many other pollutants into
nearby waterways. Since these pollutants
are washed off a wide area and cannot be
traced to a single source, they are called
nonpoint source or runoff pollutants.

•

STORM SEWERS – RIVERS
BENEATH OUR FEET
In developed areas, much of the land
surface is covered by buildings and
pavement which do not allow water to
soak into the ground.
•
Storm sewers are simply pipes
underground, often below streets. Inlets
or drains located along curbs and in
parking areas collect the runoff lawns,
streets, and parking lots flows directly
into lakes and streams. A common
misconception is that water runoff goes
into a sewage treatment plant. It does
not. The stormwater usually receives no
treatment.

STORMWATER IS NOT CLEAN
WATER
Stormwater runoff carries pollutants that
seriously harm our waters:
•

•

Sediment. Soil particles washed
off construction sites or farm fields
into a lake or stream make the water
cloudy or turbid. When sediment
settles out of the water, it gradually
fills in the stream or lake bed.
Phosphorus. This nutrient,
often attached to soil particles,
fuels the growth of algae and
aquatic weeds. These plants are

important in providing habitat for
fish and wildlife. However, rapid
and excessive growth of algae
and aquatic plants can degrade
water quality and interfere with
swimming, boating and fishing.
Micro-organisms. Bacteria,
viruses and other disease causing
organisms make waterways
unsafe for swimming, wading
and other types of recreation.
Some of these organisms, notably
Cryptosporidium, are difficult to
remove through water treatment
and may endanger people who
depend on drinking water supplies
drawn from lakes or streams.
Toxic chemicals. Motor oil, lead
from gas and auto exhaust, zinc
from roof drains and tires, and
pesticides in stormwater runoff may
kill aquatic organisms or impair
their health, growth or ability to
reproduce.

WE CAN ALL HELP!
Each of us contributes to stormwater
pollution and each of us can help stop it.
Here are some ways you can help:
• Keep pesticides, oil, leaves and
other pollutants off streets and out
of storm drains.
• Divert roof water to lawns or
gardens where it can safely soak in.
• Clean up pet waste – bury it or flush
in down the toilet.
• Keep cars tuned up and repair leaks
– or better yet, walk, bike or take the
bus.

LAND DEVELOPMENT
Anstine Property located at 250
W. Uwchlan Ave. – Construction
has began on the first set of
townshouses.
825 E. Lancaster Ave – Cavalier
Homes has received final plan
approval and will possibly start
ground work in late summer
on 40 townhouse units west of
Ashbridge Square. These will be
built by Ryan homes.
600-602 Boot Rd. – The
applicant has received preliminary
land development for the 110
Town houses approval.
Brandywine Square – Brandywine
Square has submitted a
Conditional Use for the reuse of the Old Country Buffet
Restaurant. The current plan if
approved would allow for five
smaller eateries.
John Deere – Has submitted an
application and plans to expand
their facility on the west end to
allow the tractors to be stored
inside of the new building.

The amount of pollution that you stop
may seem small, but together it all adds
up to cleaner water for everyone to enjoy.
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PROTECT YOUR HOME FROM FLOODING

✴

3.

Flooding is the most common and costly
disaster in the United States and can
happen anywhere. There are many ways to
reduce your home’s risk of flooding and not
all are difficult or expensive. Here are there
key steps.
1.

Know your Risk – Anywhere it can ran,
it can flood - so we all live in a flood
zone, and we all live with the risk of
flood damage to our property. Learn
more details about your homes level
of flood risk, including the type of
flood zone it is in and if available, the
potential flood elevation (referred to
as the “base flood elevation” on a flood
map.) A good place to start is FEMA’s
on line Flood Map Service Center at
www.msc.fema.gov/portal/.

2.

Insure your property – As a
homeowner, it’s important to insure
you’re home and personal belongings.
Even if your home is in a low- or
moderate-risk flood zone. Note: Flood
damaged is NOT covered by standard
homeowner’s insurance policies, and
just a few inches of floodwater can
end up costing thousands of dollars
in repairs. More than 25% of flood
insurances claims come from properties
that are not in an identified high risk
zone.

Reduce your risk – Decide how to
INSIDE YOUR HOME
prepare your family and protect your
• Seal your foundation and
home from flooding. Several methods
basement walls – Close any
are listed below. To learn more go to
foundation cracks with mortar
www.ready.gov/make-aplan.
and masonry caulk or hydraulic
cement, which expands and fills
OUTSIDE THE HOME
cracks completely. Seal walls in
• Maintain proper water runoff
your basements with waterproofing
and drainage. Routinely clean and
compounds to avoid seepage.
maintain gutters, downspouts, and
Make sure all floor drains are
splash pads so that the rainwater
unobstructed.
from the roof flows away from your
home. Make sure drainage ditches
• Install a sump pump - A sump
or storm drains near you are clear of
pump will pump groundwater away
debris and functioning properly.
from your home, can be an excellent
defense against basement flooding.
• Improve lot grading. Determine
They draw from around the house
how water flows or accumulates
and direct it away from the structure
around your home to identify
through drainage pipes. One with
potential trouble spots. Stormwater
a battery back up in case of power
should always drain away from the
outages is ideal.
building; if necessary to change
your landscaping to improve runoff.
• Prevent Sewer backups - Install
Check with Township before doing
drain plugs for all basement floor
grading changes to your property.
drains to prevent sewer backups.
Another recommended option is
• Reduce impervious surfaces are
to install sewer backflow valves
your home. Water runs off concrete
for all pipes entering the building.
and asphalt immediately, and can
These devices, which allow water
exceed the capacity of storm sewers
to flow only one direction, prevent
quickly in heavy rains. Creating
floodwater and waste water from
natural green space around your
backing up into your home through
home can help reduce sewer
toilets, sinks, and other areas. They
overflows by reducing water runoff.
are available in a variety of designs
Consider rain gardens, vegetated
that range from simple to complex,
swales or other pervious pavements.
but they should be installed by a
qualified licensed plumber.
• Install a rain barrel. This is an
alternative method for dealing
with rainwater. They are typically
connected to gutter downspouts
and collect the runoff from roofs.
You can use the water for watering
plants, the lawn and washing your
car.
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Recycling Corner

✴

TRASH & RECYCLING
GUIDELINES

Township Trash & Recycling Collection
The Township contracts for the collection
of refuse and recycling material. Every
single family home is provided with
a waste toter for refuse material and a
recycle toter.
All refuse, except for bulk refuse, must be
placed in the toter at curbside by 5:00 am
on the designated trash day. Pick-up days
are Mondays and Thursdays. Bulk refuse
is the third Thursday of the month and
recycling is on Thursdays.
Trash is not picked up on holidays, it is
collected the next day and the rest of the
week shifts. For example, if the holiday
is Monday, trash is collected on Tuesday
and Friday that week. If the holiday
is Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday,
the trash will be picked up on Friday.
Monday’s collection is not affected.
Bulk Refuse Material
Bulk refuse may include either two extra
bags of trash or one large appliance or
piece of furniture. Special arrangements
are required for any appliance that
contains Freon, i.e. air conditioners,
refrigerators, etc.

WHEN IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT!

Please recycle responsibly!
Please, please throw it out! The
problem is “too zealous recyclers have
contaminated the recyclables with trash.”
They are ruining the ability to market
the material nationwide. Chester County
residents are great recyclers but shouldn’t
be tempted to be too passionate about
putting items in the bin that do not
belong and “trashing” the recyclables.

Properly prepared and collected
recyclables are valued commodities sold
on a global market. When too many
non-recyclables (trash) are mixed in with
the recyclables it all becomes “trash.”
Meanwhile, too much money has been
spent on collection, transportation and
processing material that wasn’t worth
collecting in the first place.
Scrap metal, hangers, pieces of rope
or hose, pieces of wood, yard waste
and children’s toys are just a few of
the items that “contaminate” the
recyclables. Scrap metal may be taken
to a scrap dealer, yard waste should be
composted and reusable children’s toys
may be donated or thrown away if broken.
Do not put them in the recycling bins.
Plastic bags present another problem.
Recyclables should never be put in
plastic bags. Plastic bags are not
recyclable in curbside programs. They
jam the source separating equipment
at recycling facilities. Plastic shopping
bags can be returned to your local grocery
store and plastic trash bags should be
used for trash only not recyclables.
Most curbside programs in Chester
County collect mixed paper, flattened
corrugated cardboard cut down to 18”
x 24”, glass bottles and jars, steel and
aluminum cans, plastic bottles and
containers #1-5 plus 7. Our programs also
collect clean aluminum foil and pie tins
and empty steel aerosol cans. All others
should be thrown away, including no
styrofoam, polystyrene, foam! Remember
only plastic containers and bottles with
recycling symbols can be recycled. If
there is no recycling symbol, throw it
out. Most recyclables will come from
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the kitchen or in the mail as paper or
corrugated cardboard. If you really want to
do something positive for the planet, do it
right. If in doubt, throw it out!
Still unsure or want to know more?
Contact your hauler, municipal recycling
coordinator, or visit www.chestercountyswa.
org for more information.

IMPORTANT UPDATE
ON SEWER ACCOUNT
NUMBERS!
If you pay your bill through your
bank’s online bill pay, PLEASE
UPDATE SEWER ACCOUNT
NUMBERS! The old account
numbers (example: ABCD1234)
have been replaced by new
account numbers (example:
123-0). In order to ensure proper
credit of your payment, please
make this change immediately.
If you are not sure of your sewer
account number, please contact
the Township office at (610) 2691989.

ELECTRONIC DEBIT –
SEWER PAYMENT
OPTION
Never forget to pay your sewer
bill again - sign up for our free
Electronic Debit program! Once
you are enrolled in this program,
your quarterly sewer payment will
be automatically deducted from
your bank account. No more late
fees! An authorization form can
be obtained on our website at
www.eastcalntownship.com or by
calling or visiting the Township
building.
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Downingtown Area Recreation
Consortium (DARC)

✴

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS - GIVING BACK TO OUR RESIDENTS

PAVILION RENTALS
Residents: $75 with a separate $50
refundable deposit
Non-Resident: $150 with a separate
$50 refundable deposit
The reservations must be paid in
cash or by separate checks for the
fee and deposit.
All rentals are rain or shine.
NO REFUNDS.
Renting a pavilion does not
guarantee that the water feature
will be operational on the day of
your rental.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
EMERGENCY POLICE, FIRE,
AMBULANCE: Dial 911
NON-EMERGENCY POLICE
After Midnight & Weekends
(610) 383-7000 (Dispatched
through the Chester County Police
Radio)
POLICE ADMINISTRATION
8:00am to Midnight, Monday –
Friday (610) 269-0263

This summer sees DARC celebrating a 25th anniversary. DARC
was started to offer a new community partnership program with
businesses and civic organizations in the area. Many of you
participate in the programming throughout the year, but DARC
also wants to increase their offerings of family activities and increase awareness of the
great organizations and businesses that the community is home to. DARC intends to
offer free, or reduced cost, activities on a seasonal basis for our 41,000 families as long
as local partners can be found and are interested in working with them.
The initial partnership this summer with LL Bean’s Outdoor Discovery School allowed
families to try out archery, paddle boarding, and kayaking at Marsh Creek Lake for
free. It met with such rave reviews that the decision was made to send our camps
there. To see photos and a description go to the following link - https://longtrailahead.
blogspot.com/2018/06/outdoor-discovery-school-marsh-creek.html.
The fall brochure and website (www.darc.info) will list all fall and winter Community
Partnerships. Be sure to check them out. If you represent a business or civic
organization who has a family friendly activity that you would like to offer to the
residents, please e-mail us at downingtownrec@gmail.com.

Spotted Lanternfly
The Spotted Latternfly is a plant hopper native to
China, India and Vietnam. It has also been introduced
in South Korea and Japan. In the U.S., the Spotted
Latternfy has the potential to greatly impact the grape,
tree fruit, plant nursery and timber industries. In
Pennsylvania, this pest poses a significant threat to the
state’s more than $20.5 million grape, $134 million apple, and more than $24 million
stone fruit industries, as well as the hardwood industry which accounts for $12 billion
in sales.
The invasive pest that was first identified in Pennsylvania in 2014, has recently been
discovered in South Coventry Township, Chester County. While there are no known
impacts on public health, this discovery has prompted a mandatory quarantine of
certain items within affected municipalities due to the potential impacts agricultural
commodities.
Each detection is vital to the effective control of this pest and the protection of
agriculture and natural resources-related businesses.
Report any sightings to badbug@pa.gov or Call 1-866-253-7189.
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Fall Driving

✴

PennDOT reminds motorists that wet
leaves, fog, sun glare and frost are a few
driving hazards they will encounter this fall,
but there are steps drivers can take to help
make their commutes safer.
As leaves begin to fall, wet leaves on the
roadway can be as slippery as ice. They also
can obscure traffic lines and other pavement
markings, making driving in unfamiliar
areas particularly difficult. Motorists should
slow down and use extra caution on leafcovered roadways.
Other fall hazards for motorists can be
fog and sun glare. When driving in fog,
motorists should use low beam headlights
since the high beam setting creates
glare and reduces visibility. Not only
will headlights enhance visibility of your
vehicle, state law requires headlights be on
when wipers are in use.

PENNDOT OFFERS THE
FOLLOWING FALL DRIVING
TIPS:
•

•

•

•
Sun glare can be most problematic during
sunrise and sunset, which coincide with
morning and evening rush hours. The
intense glare from the sun on the horizon
can blind a driver, causing an unexpected
traffic slowdown. Drivers can prepare for the
glare by keeping a set of sunglasses handy,
removing clutter from their sun visors
and keeping the inside of their vehicle's
windshield clean.
Also, morning frost and icy spots on the
road can also cause problems as overnight
temperatures drop toward freezing.
Motorists should pay particular attention
to bridges, overpasses and shaded areas on
roadways where icy spots can form on the
pavement. In addition to exercising caution
while driving, motorists should clear their
vehicles' windows of frost before travel.

Increase your following distance in
severe weather, at dusk and dawn
and when in an area with wet leaves.
If you are being tailgated, let the
other driver pass.
Check your vehicle's headlights,
taillights and turn signals to ensure
they are working properly since
darkness will be a part of many
driver's morning and/or evening
commutes. Make sure you turn on
your headlights as the sunlight
fades.

increased activity in the woods from
hunters seeking game and outdoor
enthusiasts enjoying the last remaining
days of good weather.
By following a few safety tips, motorists
and outdoor enthusiasts can help reduce
the possibility of being involved in a
crash with a deer.
Remember to:
• Slow down and use caution,
particularly where deer crossing
signs are posted and increase
following distance between vehicles;
•

Make young drivers aware of
increased deer movement;

Have your vehicle's heating and
wiper systems checked to ensure
they are working properly.

•

Be especially watchful during
morning and evening hours when
wildlife is most active;

Be sure you have tires with
sufficient tread depth in case of an
early season snow.

•

Exercise caution when one deer
crosses a roadway. Since deer often
travel in small herds, one deer will
usually be followed by others;

•

Always wear your seat belt;

•

Never drive impaired; and

•

Turn on your headlights if your
wipers are on — it's the law.

FALL ROADWAY HAZARDS
INCLUDE DEER
Autumn brings an increase in deer
activity, and drivers are reminded to
watch carefully for deer darting across
and along roadways.
Fall marks the deer's breeding season,
and deer pay less attention and become
bolder as they move around more and
travel greater distances seeking mates.
Primarily nocturnal feeders, deer are
most active between sunset and sunrise.
Other factors that affect the travel
patterns of deer in the fall are farmers
actively harvesting the last of their
crops and preparing for spring planting,
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If a dead deer presents an obvious safety
hazard on state roadways, motorists can
call 1-800-FIX-ROAD to have the deer
removed.
Article provided by Pennsylvania Dept of
Transportation.
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www.eastcalntownship.com

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Chuck DeLone

cdelone@eastcalntownship.com
Donald P. Ash
dash@eastcalntownship.com
Joel F. Swisher
jswisher@eastcalntownship.com
STAFF

Barbara M. Kelly, Manager / Secretary
bkelly@eastcalntownship.com
Rose L. Werner, Director of Finance
rwerner@eastcalntownship.com
Chris M. Obenchain, BCO / Fire Marshal
cobenchain@eastcalntownship.com
Lisa J. Myers, Building / Codes Administrator
lmyers@eastcalntownship.com
Dave Jones, Assistant Zoning Officer
djones@eastcalntownship.com

✴ Dates & Meetings ✴
SEPTEMBER

3
5
10
17
19
20
26

Labor Day

NOVEMBER
Townships Offices Closed

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Planning Commission

7:00pm

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

6:00pm

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

5:00am

Branch Pick-Up Curbside

6:00am

6
7
12
13
15
19
21

Election Day
Board of Supervisors Meeting
Veteran’s Day

OCTOBER

1
3
8
15
17
18
24

Planning Commission (Tuesday)

7:00pm
5:00am

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

6:00pm

Branch Pick-Up Curbside

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

3
5
17
19
20

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

5:00am

24/25 Christmas

Branch Pick-Up Curbside

6:00am

7:00pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Columbus Day

Townships Offices Closed
6:00am

DECEMBER

Planning Commission

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

1:30pm
Townships Offices Closed

Bulk Trash Pick-Up

22/23 Thanksgiving

28

Townships Offices Closed

Townships Offices Closed
7:30pm

26

Planning Commission

7:00pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

1:30pm

Zoning Hearing Board (As Required)

7:30pm

Board of Supervisors Meeting

6:00pm

Bulk Trash Pick-Up
Branch Pick-Up Curbside

NOTE: All Meetings are held in the Township Building located at 110 Bell Tavern Road.

Township Office Hours: 8:00am-4:00pm Monday through Friday

5:00am
Townships Offices Closed
6:00am

