 RECREATION BOARD NEWS 

& 

KIDS DAY IN THE PARK

We hope everyone is having an enjoyable summer.  Now that the fall is quickly approaching, the recreation board is finalizing our plans for our 5th annual Kids Day in the Park.  The festivities will be on Saturday September 15 and will begin at 10am and continue until 2:00pm.  Some of the activities we have planned are pony rides, a rock climbing wall, moon bounces, tot-tent, snow cones, pop corn, and crafts. 
Preliminary Time of Events
10-11 AM   Philadelphia Wings player Jake Bergey  performing tricks, sign autographs and photo shots.

 11 AM – Noon   Swoop from the Philadelphia Eagles meeting & greeting, sign autographs, photo shots and start the Football Throwing Contest.

Contests
11:30 AM 
Football Throwing 

NOON
Basketball Foul Shooting

12:30 PM
Sack Races

1:00 PM
Frisbee Toss

We will also be having local businesses set up to give information for children’s events in the community.  Activate Chester County will be attending and will start our day with a walk.  We will have a local food and drink vendor and will be offering henna tattoos.  There will also be an Alex’s Lemonade stand.  
The Downingtown Police Department will be available to fingerprint the kids for your permanent records. The Fire Company will have fire trucks on exhibit.
If you would be interested in setting up a table at our Kid’s Day event, please contact Barbara Kelly at the East Caln Township building at 610-269-1989.      

Herb: Please include one or both of last years Kid’s day pictures that were e-mailed to you.
OTHER REC BOARD EVENTS

Hopefully you were able to attend our First Annual Egg Hunt held on March 31st, and our First Annual Kids Day at Lowe’s (in conjunction with Lowe’s).  We had a great turn-out for both events, and fun was had by all who attended.  

Our 3rd annual Holiday in the Park will be held on Saturday December 1st.  We are planning on having singing, dancing, and lots of fun.  More details will follow.  

All of our events are run by volunteers.  If you are interested in volunteering to help at any of the events, please contact Barbara at the township building at 610-269-1989.  We are always looking for energetic people to join the board.  If you are interested, let us know.

2007 FALL LEAF COLLECTION

Leaf bags will be available for pick-up at the front porch of the Township Building starting on Thursday, October 4, 2007.

Fifty (50) bags per household until after October 27, 2007.
To have your leaves collected they must be in paper bags and placed at the curb by 6:00 AM on the following dates:

Saturday, October 27, 2007

Saturday, November 10, 2007

Saturday, December 8, 2007
____________________________________________________________

East Caln Township Stormwater Management Program

In Conjunction with the Pennsylvania DEP MS-4 Program

The Problem 

We all see the water flowing into our storm drains during a storm or snowmelt.  What most residents don’t realize, is that the water flowing into our Municipal Separate Storm 

Sewer Systems (MS4’s) is arriving dirtier and in greater quantities than ever before.  

The problem occurs when precipitation lands on an impervious surface such as a paved street, rooftop, or driveway.  Instead of the water slowly soaking into the soil and becoming purified, the water flows over these impervious surfaces and picks up pollutants.  Oil and grease from roadways, pesticides from lawns, sediment from construction sites, and litter are all picked up by the water and conveyed directly to a storm drain with the impurities in tow.

The Result

· Increased volumes of polluted water reaching our storm sewers impair the waterways, thereby discouraging use of the resource.  

· Pollutants contaminate drinking water supplies, and interfere with the habitat for fish, aquatic organisms, and wildlife.  

· High volumes of water undercut streambeds and cause erosion, leading to an overall downfall in the health of a stream.  

The Solution

East Caln Township is part of a statewide campaign to combat storm sewer pollution.  The Pennsylvania Department for Environmental Protection has developed the following six guidelines (Minimum Control Measures) for program development in order to help communities like East Caln Township accomplish their goals:

Public Education and Outreach

Distributing educational materials and performing outreach to inform citizens about the impacts polluted storm water runoff discharges can have on water quality.


Controls include: 
Creating brochures or fact sheets for public distribution.

Instituting educational programs for school-age children.

Public Participation/Involvement
Providing opportunities for citizens to participate directly in program development and implementation. 

Controls include: 
Organization of community clean-ups, storm drain stenciling, outfall monitoring, and citizen watch groups.

To volunteer your services in this program call the Township Manager at 610-269-1989 or by e-mail at www.manager@eastcalntownship.com 
Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

Developing a system to detect and eliminate illicit discharges to the storm sewer system.

Controls include:  
Promoting recycling programs for commonly dumped wastes.

      
Locating and testing suspected problem areas for pollution.

      
Informing the public of the hazards of illegal discharges.

Construction Site Runoff Control

Developing, implementing, and enforcing an erosion and sediment control program for construction activities.

Controls include: 
Appropriate site plan review and inspection of new construction.



    
Require implementation of State and County erosion control regulations.

Post Construction Runoff Control

Creating a program to address storm water runoff from newly developed or redeveloped areas.

Controls include: 
Require protection of environmentally sensitive areas (e.g. wetlands).



    
Require recharge of runoff from new impervious surfaces.  

Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping

This program’s goal is to reduce pollutant runoff from municipal operations.  

Controls include:  Regular street sweeping.



      Reduction in the use of pesticides
 or street salt.



      Frequent catch-basin cleaning.

Related Publications and Resources

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection – Contains information on Pennsylvania’s storm water management program including the Best Management Practices manual.  

www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/watermgt/wc/subjects/stormwatermanagement/default.htm
Brandywine Valley Association - BVA provides Water protection and Environmental Education for the Brandywine Valley.  BVA is now more than 800 members strong and is still working to protect the picturesque and productive Brandywine Creek.
www.brandywinewatershed.org/
Chester County Water Resources Authority - The mission of CCWRA is to provide the basic science, analyses and planning necessary to protect public safety, to preserve the integrity of the County’s natural water resources and watershed systems, and to balance the needs of water users in support of Landscapes and planned growth for the County.
http://dsf.chesco.org/water/site/default.asp
Turn your home into a Stormwater Pollution Solution! – The EPA homeowner’s guide to healthy habits for clean water.

www.epa.gov/nps
Stormwater Manager's Resource Center - The SMRC provides tools and techniques necessary to protect watersheds and to enhance and restore local water resources.  
www.stormwatercenter.net/
Low Impact Development Center – Information on protecting the environment and water resources through integrated site design techniques.

www.lowimpactdevelopment.org 

Strategies: Community Responses to Runoff Pollution – This interactive web document explores some of the most effective strategies that communities are using around the nation to control urban runoff pollution. 

www.nrdc.org/water/pollution/storm/stoinx.asp
RECENT ACTIVITIES OF YOUR TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT

· The Board of Supervisors, on the recommendation of the Planning Commission, denied the request for a zoning change that would allow a continuing care residential community on a portion of the Downingtown Country Club.
· Bob Glisson left the employment of East Caln. Ed Hill returned to serve as manager until a permanent manager is hired. The Board is currently conducting interviews for the position.

· A contract was awarded to Phillips Brothers of Glen Moore for a new replacement emergency generator for the Township Building which also serves as the Emergency Management Center. The cost of the contract is $34,677.
· The Township awarded a contract to Pennoni Engineers to prepare the final design plans for the improvements to East Lancaster Ave. in the area of the Quarry Road intersection. The Township and PA Department of Transportation are cooperating to eliminate the traffic bottleneck in that area. While the cost of the contract is $98,500, payment will come from funds provided by the developers of Brandywine Square, Lowe’s Home Improvement Center, Cornerstone Apartments and the Oakland Corporate Center.
· The Township Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission continue to work with the Borough of Downingtown and the Percheron Group for the re-development of the Sonoco Property which is located in both the Township and the Borough.

· The Township entered into a lease agreement for a communications tower to be erected on the parcel of Township-owned land bordered by Rt. 322 and the Brandywine River. This tower will be similar to the tower located in Bell Tavern Park without the American flag.

· The Board of Supervisors has engaged ________________________, engineers to design and prepare bid documents for major improvements on South Woodmont Drive and Edgewood Drive. It is proposed that this 2008 project will include replacement of the concrete rolled gutters with upright concrete curbs, recycle and rejuvenate the existing bituminous material to serve a new base with proper profile and then provide a bituminous wearing surface. The plan is to have the design work completed this fall; receive bids this winter for the work to start at the beginning of the 2008 construction season.
REPORT FROM YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Downingtown Fire Department (DFD) is comprised of two separate Fire Companies providing Fire Services to The Borough of Downingtown and East Caln Township. We also provide Emergency Medical Services (EMS) (both basic life support and advanced life support to several surrounding communities). Currently we run in excess of 3,000 calls per year.

Combined ACTIVE membership is over 85 active members and another 75 partially active members.

We have a relatively new program for young adults. This is referred to as the “Explorer” or JUNIOR program whereby your Fire Companies could involve young adults (starting at the age of 14) in the fire service. Now, there are some restrictions on Explorer participation:

· The young adults must obtain working papers

· They must abide by all Child Labor laws as described by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

· They must have their legal guardian’s permission

· Must be in good standing within the community

· Adhere to all department regulations and guidelines

The Department has placed further restrictions on these Explorers:

· The young adults must present their report cards to the Explorer Program Director at the end of each quarter. If an Explorer is showing a decline in their studies, their Explorer status is suspended until the next marking period. Once the Explorer shows their grades have improved, they are placed back into the Explorer “Active” status.

· Hours that they may come down to the fire house are more restrictive that the Commonwealth allows. This is enforced through electronic access entry card programming. If they attempt to gain entry after hours, their access card will not allow access.

During the past 5 years, we have seen a substantial increase in membership. We have all Explorers attend the Chester County Fire School where they must obtain at least the Nationally Certified Fire Fighting I certification or go through Emergency Medical training (The DFD pays for this). This benefits the individual and the community, since when the Explorer turns 18, they step right into the “Active” fire fighting role and have already obtained all qualifications to fight fires or be certified on our ambulances.

A further benefit, which was unforeseen, was that the parents of some of the Explorers have joined the fire community, making this a family oriented activity.

The Explorers are oriented to the fire service by coming down to the Fire house every Monday. We call this the “JUNIOR’S work night”. This is where the assigned DFD Officer trains the Explorers in Fire Fighter safety, equipment, theory, and other important skills. Once a month the Explorers joins the Senior Fire Fighters (or Active) crew on a particular Wednesday night (Wednesday nights are the Senior Active Crew Work nights).

This allows active members, to share their knowledge with the Explorers, further developing a sense of membership for both groups.

If anyone is interested in joining the Fire Department or ascertaining more information about the Explorer program, contact Mark Brunstetter, PIO Downingtown Fire Department at +1 (610) 269-6911.

CALENDAR   - 2007

SEPTEMBER

 5
Board of Supervisors...........................................................1:30 p.m.

 10        Planning Commission....................................................... .7:00 p.m.

15
Kid’s Day at Bell Tavern Park.............................................10:00.am. -2:00p.m.

17        Zoning Hearing Board (If Required)……………………...7:30 p.m.

19
Board of Supervisors............................................................ 7:00 p.m.

20
Bulk Trash Pick-up...............................................................  5:30 a.m. 

OCTOBER

 1
Planning Commission..................................................
7:00 p.m.

 3
Board of Supervisors....................................................
1:30 p.m.

 3
Parks & Recreation Commission……………………        7:00 p.m.

15
Zoning Hearing Board (If Required)............................
7:30 p.m.

17
Board of Supervisors....................................................
7:00 p.m.

18
Bulk Trash Pick-up........................................................
5:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER

 5
Planning Commission..................................................      7:00 p.m.

 7
Board of Supervisors…………………………………       7:30 p.m. 

 7
Parks & Recreation Board...........................................
7:00 p.m.

15       Bulk Trash Pick Up………………………………….…       5:30 a.m.

19       Zoning Hearing Board (If required) ……………..……       7:30 p.m.

 earinf 

21
Board of Supervisors.....................................................      7:00 p.m.

DECEMBER

3           Planning Commission……………………….………….   7:00 p.m.

5
Board of Supervisors........................................................
1:30 p.m.

5
Parks & Recreation Commission………………………   7:00 p.m.

17
Zoning Hearing Board (If Required)................................
7:30 p.m.

19
Board of Supervisors.......................................................
7:00 p.m.

20       Bulk Trash Pick Up…………………………………….. .    5:30 p.m.

NOTE:  Trash and Recycling is collected on scheduled days including holidays.

HERB:  THIS IS A FILLER PAGE, USE IF NEEDED.
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL

The remaining 2007 dates and locations for household hazardous waste (HHW) collection are as follows:

Sept. 15th  -
HHW – New Garden Twp. Bldg., 8943 Gap Newport Rd.




Landenberg, PA

Oct. 6th  -
HHW & Computers – Government Service Center




601 Westtown Road, West Chester, PA

These words identify HHW:

CAUTION

EXPLOSIVE


TOXIC

REACTIVE

DANGER


COMBUSTIBLE

FLAMMABLE

POISONOUS

WARNING


HAZARDOUS

CORROSSIVE

Material unacceptable at the HHW collection:

EXPLOSIVES

AMMUNITION

APPLICANCES

TIRES


RADIOACTIVE WASTE
INFECTIVE WASTE

UNDENITIFED WASTE

LATEX PAINTS

This edition’s quiz

Name the Year and Make of this first Minquas Fire Company Ambulance.

(IF POSSIBLE USE OLD PICTURE)

Answer placed on another page; “1926 Buick”
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