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East Caln Township

Office of Life Safety & Code Enforcement


Permit Required:
Prior to the start of any construction, repair, remodeling or renovation, call or visit the Office of Life Safety & Code Enforcement (610)-269-7326 to determine if a permit is required.

The following work always requires a permit:

· New building, addition or renovation

· Demolition

· Electrical or plumbing work

· Replacement of a boiler; water heater; furnace or heating-air conditioning unit.

· Window replacements

· Oil or propane tank removal

· Re-roofing

· Fences

· Sheds

· Signs

· Siding, pools, decks, patios, driveway expansion, etc.

Some construction work that you may be allowed to do without a permit include:

· Installing  a new floor or tile work

· Painting

· Replacing a door, provided it is the same exact size.

· Repaving, sealing of driveways

· If in doubt, call first
Zoning Permits are required for:
· All building permits

· Driveway expansions

· Installation of shed, additions, pools, decks, etc.

· Sale of a home/building or change in a tenant in commercial facility

· Any owner occupied home that is rented out.

· Yard sales, temporary signs, sidewalk sales

Permits must be obtained PRIOR to the start of any work, except in the case of an emergency replacement of a furnace, boiler or water heater.  This type of work is allowed provided the Office is notified and the permit is obtained within five calendar days.

Reason for Permits:
Contrary to all the ‘comments’ you may hear on the street, permits are issued for YOUR protection.  They ensure that the proper codes are followed; installation/work is done properly; and that the contractor is insured and registered with the Township to protect you and your property from ‘fly by night’ contractors.

Permits result in site inspections which allow the Code Official to ensure the residents are getting what they contracted for and to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public.  

Permit Process:
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania regulates the Code Office and set specific guidelines for reviews and approvals.  Here at East Caln Township, we go far beyond the minimum State requirements.  The process works as follows:

· As a homeowner you determine what work you want done and then solicit bids from at least three contractors.

· Once you award a contract, you and the builder put together the necessary plans to accompany the building permit application.  These plans must include, if applicable, the structural, plumbing, electrical and mechanical sections of the work to be done.

· An application can be obtained from the Township Website at EastCalnTownship.com or by stopping in the Officer between 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM, Monday-Friday.

· The homeowner and contractor complete the application and contact the Office of Life Safety & Code Enforcement (610)-269-7326, to schedule an appointment to have the plan reviewed.  If the plan is complete then the permit can be issued the same day.  If it does not meet minimum requirements, the corrections will be provided and once incorporated into the submission, just call for another appointment. 

· Once the permit is issued you are given a list of required inspections.  It is the HOMEOWNERS’ responsibility to ensure the inspections are conducted.  Normally, 24-48 hours is required for an inspection.

· The work must be started within 3-months and minor work must be completed within 6-months. 

· When the project is completed a final inspection is conducted and a Use & Occupancy Certificate is issued to cover the permitted work. 

Always call FIRST; we are available at 610-269-7326
110 Bell Tavern Road

Downingtown, PA 19335


